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THE KHON ( Masked Play )

]_;;.‘

H.i. Prince Dhaninivat
Kromamun Bidyalabh Bridhyakorn

And
Dhanit Yupho

On Sale At Silpakorn Theatre
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BASIC POSTURES OF THA! DANCING
from

Treatise on Dancing
by
H.R.H. Prince Damrong Rajanubhab
Collected and Arrvanged
by
DHANIT YUPHO
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beginning at 14 and 20 o’clock
three on Sundays
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MANOI'RA

. A DANCE-DRAMA OF 5 SCENES
SPECIALLY REARRANGED

CENE 1L/ The) fie/Batthiabl o thoEotet.
SCENE 1. P;inéeﬁfs'm;infnh"rﬁ’ Palace, Panesla.
SCENE. [l ) Royel/Rlaxas Pakichin. /

* SCENE V1.[ | In the Forcst-

A Kassop's ?fermit&ge near the Lake.
B fn the Forest.

SCENE V., Audience Hall in the Mountain Home
of the King of the Kinnara-folk.
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CLASSICAL SIAMESE THEATRE

or
SIAMESE CHOREOGRAPHY EXPLAINED
BY DHANIT YUPHO

Ghe Journal of the Siam Society [ ISS8] (January, 1952) :—

Mr. Yupho's versatility is now again displayed in a volume
under the above title. A graduate of the ecclesiastical doctorate of
Siam, he has brought his knowledge of Oriental Classics to play upon
the knowledge he has later gained from directing the Bureau of Enter-
tainments in the Department of Fine Arts with its School of Classic
Dancing and thus produced a scholarly brochure dealing with the
technique of the Classic Dance and of folk dances. No one interested
in this aspect of Siamese Art can fail to profit from his collection of
explanatory notes of all classic and popular dances as well as excerpts
from the big klon or lakon pieces such as the Ramakien, Inao or Phra
Lo. Each such note is illustrated with figures displaying the respective
movements. In most cases each note gives the history of the dance

described.—D.N.
On Sale at the Booking Dffice

of
THE SILPAKORN THEATRE
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THE DANCE-DRAMA

It is possible to classify the various forms of the lakon, or dance-
drama, into 3 main categories, namely: the lakon jatri, the lakon nok and
the lakon nai.

There are evidences proving that the first category, or the lakon
jatri, was performed entircly by males. Its habitat was in the south,

especially at Nakon Sri Dharmaraj, which was in olden times the adminis-
trative centre of the peninsula. The plot of the lakon jatri was based on

the folktale of Manohara, abbreviated in the regular southern Thai fashion
into "nora, or often *norajalri.

This category of the dance-drama, when brought up to the Thai
capital further north, underwent successive developments, such as the
addition of the draiatis personae, of the dresses and the enlargement of its
musical accompaniment, It therefore hecame known as the lukon nok, a
term signifying perhaps its origin from the south, for the outlying pro-

vinces, especially those in that direction, used to be known as the outer,
or nok, provinces, lLater on the sovereign took up the lakon and made

many improvements on it such as its performance by ladies of the Court,
thus transforming the lukon nok into the lakon nai, that is the Inner or Court
dance-drama, With the march of time there developed another type,
in which were incorporated more realism in acting and elocution on the
part of the dancers. This became known as the lakon p'itd, the spoken lakon,

in contradistinction to the three older categories which now came under
the combined classification of the lakon ram. A further development yet

occurred still when the lakon ram was performed in two different forms,
namely: the twion dikdamlan, based on old time themes, and the lakon
planlany a mixture of themes resembling the old 7«kon nok more than
any others,

The first three categories, now merged into the classification of the
lukon ram, have naturally their respective differences, such as the composi-
tion of the musical band and the modes of song and dance as well as

=35



sattorial accessories. The jatri, for instance, ordains for its leading role
a kind of peculiar headdress, called the sroed, an abbreviated but broad
crown; whilst the other two employ the tapering jada for similar réles.
Nowadays there is a tendency towards closer affinities between the thice
of them. There is for instance what is known as a ‘futl-band jatri'. in
which. in addition to the standard jatri band consisting of an oboe, a jairi
drum, a #on and a double gong, there have heen introduced also a xylo-

phone, a gong-circle, a spon drum and a ad drum. It is in faet tantamount
to a combination of the jatri and the lakon nok.

OUR PERFORMANCE

The version of Manoh’ra now presented to our audience is a new
one, rearranged especially for this performance. In it there have been
combined many features of the Thai dance, though some of the original
features of the jalri have been retained to demonstrate the historical deve-
lopment of Thai terpsichorean art. The original jat musical instruments
have been retained, so also are jaliv recitatives and airs; so also many of
the original dance motifs and so also are the headresses. Some of the
characters, such as the forester, will be employing a southern accent
of speech in order to remind the audience of the southern origin of
the jalri.

One novelty has to be mentioned, The leading rioles wear shoes.

A SYNOPSIS OF THE PLOT

Manoh’ra (Skt, Manohara), the #innari or bird - maiden, is the
youngest daughter of T’umaraj, King of the mythical race of bird-folk
living at his capital of Suwannakon (Suvarna.nagara) - the City of Gold,
situated on Mount Kailas. He had seven lovely daughters and for diver-
sion they used to fly through the air to the Lake of Bokkharani (Pushka-
rini) in the thick forest near the hermitage of the old seer Kassop
(Kashyapa) every full-moon night and disport themselves in its waters.

g 7



At a distance from this lake there was the state of Paficala, where reigned
King Atityawongs (Adityavamsa). His queen was named Canda and
they had a grown up son and heir named Sut’on (Sudhana). The young
prince had in his employ a young and gifted Brahman who was well
versed in all branches of knowledge as well as in the Vedas. He moreover
served his young master with great fidelity, which endeared him to Prince
Sut’on. The latter was so struck with his devotion that he asked him the
reason of it and was told that he was hoping to be given the post of the
King’s jurisconsult, or Purohit, when his master should succeed to the
Throne. The old jurisconsult, on heasing of this intention which to all
likelihood would bear fruit, became extremely jealous and looked out for
a chance to work for the young prince’s downfall,

There was at that time a {orester, by the name of Bun, or Buntarik
(Pundarika), living in the city, who from time to time went out hunting
animals in the forest for livelihood,  On one of these expeditions he saved
the life of the king of the serpents, named Jompucit, by killing a Brahman
who was harming the serpent-king. In gratitude for this help the latter
invited the forester to his homne in the netherworld and entertained him for
a week. At the end of the period he led the forester up to his home on
earth, bestowing presents of gold, silver and gems, with the promise that

he would willingly comne to his help at any time he wishes for it.

One day Bun the forester went out on his accustomned hunt,
Arriving at the hermitage of Kassop in the thick of the forest, he wentin
to pay his respects to the seer. As it happened to be a full-moon night,
there arrived the usual flock of Zinuas at the lake nearby and they disported
themlselves in the water. The forester was struck with their beauty and duly

learnt from the seer that the only means of catching them was the serpent-
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noose in the keeping of the serpent-king in the petherworld. Recollecting
his friend who had promised any help he desired, he went and obtained
the noose with which he lay awaiting bis chance of catching one of these
beautiful girls whon he would make a present to the heir to the throne of
Pancala.

At this point the performance begins,

SCENE | THE LAKE OF BOKKHARAN! IN THE FOREST.

As the curtain rises we see wild animals roaming the forest. The
forester then appears on the scene, with a bag on his shoulder, a spear in
one hand and a noose in the other. He stalks about and then sits down

against a tree-trunk and gose to sleep.

The seven kinnari then arrive with their retinue of bird maidens.
Doffing their wings and tails, they jump into the water and disport them.
selves with noise and merriment, which arouse Bun from his slumber. He
throws his noose and catches Manch'rd, the youngest princese, who
screams with fright. The other bird-folk also frightened put on their wings

and tails and speed away. 2

Bun, collecting the wings and tail of his kinnari, utters incantations
to release his prey from the serpent.noose; and, calling her up from the

water, binds and drags her along to Pancala,

A feature of this scene is the dance of the Linnari.

SCENE 1. PRINCESS MANOWRA'S PALACE, PANCALA.

Manoh'ra is duly wedded to Prince Sut'on, heir of the state of
Pancala. One evening she is seen weeping in her rooms because she

misses her parents and family. Her handmaids summon dancers to perform
for her diversion.

98



The Prince enters, having come fiom an audience of the King, his
father. Trying to comfort his wife he tells her that he has been given a
commission to go to the front where an enemy ie attacking, He will ask
his parents to take good care of her while he is away. They fall asleep
after expressions of grief at their coming parting.  In the morning Sut'on
takes his leave and comes out of the palace to review his troops and
departs,

A feature of this sceneis the heroic dance in which troops are

reviewed by the Prince and move out.

SCENE Il FCYAL PLAZA, PIRCALA.

Work is going on feverishly of raising a royasl pavilion where the
King of Pancala is going 1o cany out a sacrifice in which Manoh'ra will
be the main object.

The cause of it all was that the King had had a bad dream, which
was interpreted by the wicked jurisconsult as foreboding the death of the
King, The fatal result can be counteracted by a gigantic sacrifice in which
all kinds of animals as well as the former bird-maiden, his davughter.in law,
will have to be slain and offered up to the gods. The old King believed him

and gave orders for the preparations which are now going on.

The King now enters with his wicked jurisconsult. The Queen
makes her intercession on behalf of the 2uiai. The jurisconsult reminds
his master that Manoh'ra must be sacrificed by noontime. The King,
fluctuating between pity for the helpless girl and the fear of his own
calamity, gives orders for the sacrifice. Manoh'ra is now brought out.
She appeals to the King’s benevolence without avail. She then offers to
dance a /innari dance before she dies. Her wings and tail are now
brought to her to put on. Manoh'ra dances and then taking to the air
flies away to her abode in the Himalaya.

_ 20



SCENE 1V,

A. THE HERMITAGE NEAR THE LAKE.
It is noon. The seer’s sense. of Jove and compassion pervades the
whole atmosphere so much that animals of different kinds which are natural

enemies pass in and out of the grounds without harming one another.
Prince Sut’on arrives here in the course of his search for Manoh’ra and is

greeted by the animals,

In reply to Sut’on’s enquiry as to his beloved the seer tells him that
his consort had been there and left a shawl and a ring with long messages
to the effect that he is not to tiy to fnd her for the wey to her is beset

with danger from fierce wild animals and quite impossible for human
beings to penetrate. The Prince however insicts on making the attempt;

and the scer tells him consequently the way with an injunction that he
should take with him a monkey who will be his guide. As fruits of the
forest are not always edible and in many cases poisonous he is to see first
which kinds the monkey would eat and not to risk those that the monkey
does not eat. The journey is so long that it will take him a period of
7 years 7 months and 7 days to reach his destination. The day he arrives
there will be the final day of the rite of purification which King T'umaraj
would be holding for his daughter, Manoh’ra, to cleanse her of contact
with human beings.  He will find kinwari maidens fetching water for the
purification, when he should drop the ring into one of the water jars.
When the Princess has bathed in the water in which the ring has been
immersed she would know that her hushand is at hand. Armed with all
this information Sut’on takes leave of the seer and departs with the
monkey.

B. IN THE FOREST.

Beset with fatigue in his attempt at achieving what had been gene

rally considered as the impossible, our hero yet struggles on, very often
assailed with thoughts of resentment at his fate. His bravery and deter-

mination lead him on till the 7 years 7 months and 7 days have passed.
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SCENE V. AUDIENCE HALL IN THE MOUNTAIN HOME
OF THE KING OF THE KINNARA-FOLK

The curtain rises upon a scene in which we find the King of the
Kinnara-folk seated on his throne with his queen, surrounded by his 6

daughters and the whole court. He asks how the purification of his
youngest daughter had gone on and whether the rite ordained for a period
of 7 years, 7 months and 7 days had concluded so that he may meet his long
lost daughter who could not be summoned till she has been properly puri-
fied. At this stage Manoh’ra, duly purified, comss into the hall.

The King and Queen, overwhelmed with joy, rush to embrace their
long-lost daughter, The King asks her how she got lost and she relates
the whole story of hsradventars and the devotion and goodness of her
husband, Sut'on,  With this last aspsct of the case the King is not satis-
fied, saying that if he is really good he should succeed in following her
to the mountain abode, To the enquity as to whether he would allow her
to marry Sut’on if he succesded in getting to Kailas, the King answered in
a decided affirmative.  She therefore tells him that Sut'on is on the mount
already. The King still wishes to imposea final test of his constancy or
intellect. Sut'on is tharefore™®immoned to ths court where he is confronted
by the seven sisters who are alike in beauty as to be indistinguishable,
By virtue of his goodness he is enabled to discern the truth and recognises
his beloved with the magic ring in her finger. He therefore takes her by
the hand and goes in front of the King whom they salute together.

In the grand festivities of their marriage the King invites all
denizons of the sacred Mount of Kailas to join. They hold a big dance
of joy in celebration of the memorable event. Features of this scene are
the dance in which Sut'on goes round trying to discover the identity of

his baloved and the dance joy in the mountain home of the Zinnarafolk,

|
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