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‘E,%({:Ih/e inaugural issue for the year 2019, Silpakorn Journal, Vol. 62 No. 1 packed with a
diversity of substantial and informative articles in which truly reflect mission of the Fine Arts
Department and cultural personnel dedicated to the nation. For some stances are the Fine Arts
Department and Thao Suranaree Monument Construction, Prehistoric Culture at the Moei River
Watershed, Mae Sot Basin and Middle Part of Thanon Thong Chai Range, Southern Folk Literature
“Bood Manuscript”: Essence and Inheritance inclusive Chalad Khaomunkhadi: The First Thotsakan
of Silapakorn School.

What is more, presented in the regular columns are interesting resources ie. Q & A:
Phutthaphisek, Thewaphisek and Mangalaphisek, Masterpiece of the Fine Arts Department:
Phraya Sawetkunchorn’s Tusks, Old Pictures Mirror the Past: Greeting Card as well as An Anecdote
from History: The 333" anniversary of Siamese Envoy to France by Kosa Pan.

We trust our readers and subscribers will find the above selected articles enjoyable.
Your continued support is highly appreciated. The feedback, comments and suggestions

you provide can help us improve and make the journal your favorite one.

Issue Editorial Team
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The Fine Arts Department and Thao Suranaree Monument
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Prehistoric Culture at the Moei River Watershed, the Mae
Sot Basin and the Middle Part of Thanon Thong Chai Range
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Chalad Khaomunkhadi: The First Thotsakan of Silpakorn
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The Fine Arts Department
and Thao Suranaree Monument Construction
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A venerable person, the highly revered Thao Suranaree (Khunying Mo or Lady Mo) is the city
heroin of Nakhon Ratchasima Province. Hence, a memorial monument for her bravery was erected in
front of the archaeological Chumphon Gate, Muang District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. The Fine Arts
Department took responsibility for the monument design and construction in compliance with an
official letter from Phraya Kamthorn Phayabthit (Dis Intharasorot), Nakhon Ratchasima Governor
notifying Nakhon Ratchasima population’s wish to have a monument built to commemorate
Thao Suranaree’s sacrifice. For this undertaking, a budeget of 1,200 baht provided to the Fine Arts
Department. To begin, Professor Silpa Bhirasri (Corrado Feroci) was assigned to design and proceed
with sculpting. It is a cast bronze statue, 325 ke. in weight, 1.85 m. in height, standing female in Dok
Krathum hair style, wearing brocade with striped pattern and oblique shoulder top, her head looking
down a bit, holding a sword in the right hand, akimbo left handed, standing while taking a short step
forward by the left foot.

The opening ceremony of Thao Suranaree monument was organized on January 15 - 16, 1934.
On that day her sculpture was not yet finished but placed instead the plaster statue painted in bronze
so as to collect donation or raising fund for further construction that eventually completed on unknown
date. But after that, more funding offered to the Fine Arts Department from time to time until July 27,
1935 in an amount of 1,134 baht. Later in December 1936, another 200 baht was given for making a
plate inscription of Thao Suranaree’s brief life history. The monument is registered a national ancient
monument not long after announcement made in the Royal Gazette No.54 dated January 3, 1937,
Section page 2,285-2,287.

Once again in 1963, another letter from Nakhon Ratchasima Province was sent to the Fine Arts
Department advising a project on improvement of Thao Suranaree Monument had been planned and
thus requested the Fine Arts Department for a new design together with an estimated budeet. With
reference to the Fine Arts Department’s proposed design, the Monument would have an extended
marble square pedestal of 25x25 m. and the construction cost was 1,400,000 baht which was quite
high for the Province. Anyway, after a consultation, the material was changed from marble to terrazzo
floor or wash stone instead as mutually agreed. During the improvement, the heroin statue was tem-
porary transferred to the provincial hall and moved back to locate at the same place on November
29, 1967. The total budget for the new basement was 624,667 baht.

For these reasons, Thao Suranaree Monument is viewed in more graceful look and still remains

“Soul of Nakhon Ratchasima locals and Thai people” up to the this time.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Prehistoric Culture at the Moei River Watershed,
the Mae Sot Basin and the Middle Part
of Thanon Thong Chai Range

T

Settlement evidences of human since prehistory period in early Holocene Epoch or below 10,000
years were recently discovered at the Mae Sot basin, the Moei River watershed and the middle part
of Thanon Thong Chai Range. Representative sites of this age have covered the Archaeological Site
Khok Chang over the Moei River banks in the Mae Sot District zone. Not only flaked stone tools,
but more evidences comprising choppers, scrappers and Sumatralith (oval to rectangular shaped
stone artefact made by unifacially flaking around the circumference of a cobble) are found as well.
These locations are believed to have been raw material sources and stone-tool production sites,
not dwelling places.

Interestingly, evidences of inhabitation unearthed upon Thanon Thong Chai Range, over 800 m.
high above sea level pointed out it is a hunting society group collecting forest products upon the high
mountain range. Continual development went on over there till entering the history age due to a
discovery of Chinaware, Viethamese ware and Sangkhalok ceramic ware in the graves.

Living area or ancient city is found set up at Muang Huai Luk (Mae Tan), Tha Song Yang District
on the Moei River banks. Although built in Ayutthaya Period but the exposed archaeological evidences
uncovered in the town comprised polished stone axes and a bronze drum fabricated by the Dong Son
culture, Heger type Ill drum. Based on the above-mentioned, there is a development at community
settlement over the Mae Sot basin, the Moei River watershed and the middle part of Thanon Thong

Chai Range while contacting with external society since the prehistoric period.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Southern Folk Literature “Bood Manuscript”:
Essence and Inheritance

e

Precious records by ancestors, the southern folk literature “Bood manuscript” has
functioned as an instrument that considerably reflected societal image of locality and a
compilation of body of ancestors” diverse knowledge via different dimensions of sciences i.e.
history, social science, linguistics, arts, astrology, superstition and medical science for instance.
Study of the body of knowledge existed in folk literature could be a study of invaluable wisdom
heritage recorded by our ancestors in written form commonly known ancient documents i.e.
Black Bood inscription, White Bood inscription and palm leaf manuscript. At present, even though
some of indigenous wisdom, body of knowledge has not been inherited for a long time by young
generation but still inherited by certain groups of people; monks, folk doctors, folk artists,
and folk medics through the use in rituals, reading, learning, analyzing, and conducting
research only in educational institutes and by local philosophers. It is worrisome the mentioned
treasurable knowledge will eventually fade away soon in case lack of the society’s awareness

of its significance and fail to reuse or serve society as in the past.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Mural Painting “The Lord Buddha Stopping
Mara’s Daughters” at Sala Daeng (Red Pavilion),
Wat Phrachettupon Wimonmangkhlaram

-

|

As a matter of fact, many work achievements of His Royal Highness Prince Narisara
Nuwattiwong were not fully carried out all by himself, due to his over workload as ministers of
some ministries. Apart from the royal command or official assignments by the King, and royal
members’ personal favors such as the Phad Rong (fan or talipot fan) design, for instance, the
Prince had shared his artistic tasks with other Fine Arts Department officials at that time to
carry on the assigned works. Professor Carlo Rigoli, an Italian artist was one of them whom
trusted by him.

The mural painting entitled “the Lord Buddha Stopping Mara’s Daughters” originated by
M. R. To Chitrabongs, a consort of His Royal Highness Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong, since she
wished to have a building constructed in dedication to her father; His Serene Highness Prince
Daeng Ngon-rot. So she asked the Prince to design a building be constructed in the compound
of Wat Phrachettupon Wimonmangkhlaram to serve as a school for monks. Later, the preliminary
arrangements were kindly made by His Royal Highness Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong.
But His Serene Highness Prince Iddhidebsarn Kridakorn was assigned later to help designing
and supervising the construction of the school.

Upon completion, His Royal Highness Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong sketched drawing
“the Lord Buddha Stopping Mara’s Daughters” while the fresco coloring finished by Professor
Carlo Rigoli. For interior decoration, Buddha quotes in Khmer scripts inscripted by the Prince
with colored background above the windows frames around the structure by Professor Carlo
Rigoli to making the school perfectly house all of the Triple Gem of Buddhism; the Buddha, the
Dharmma and the Sangha. The building outer walls painted in red and named “Sala Daeng”

(Red Pavilion) by His Royal Hishness Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Replica of Phra Fang in Wat Phra Fang,
Uttaradit Province

T

A bronze Buddha image in the attitude of subduing Mara, the bejeweled Phra Fang is
distinctive for its decoration with king or emperor ornaments in Ayutthaya style. Previously,
Phra Fang was the principal Buddha statue enshrined in Ubosot (the main chapel) of Wat Phra
Fang Sawangkhaburi Muninat, Uttaradit Province. But on His Majesty King Chulalongkorn
(King Rama V)’s countryside tour in 1901, Phra Fang was relocated to place on Busabok
(small elaborate pavilion throne) in front of Phra Viharn Somdet at Wat Benchamabophit
Dusitvanaram, Bangkok. The bejeweled Phra Fang is so gorgeous with exquisite design. From a
closer look survey, it is learned Phra Fang’s decorative ornaments are overlapped by separating
the layer of ornament parts before casting and then put together afterwards. To replace the
original Phra Fang, Office of the Traditional Arts, the Fine Arts Department is assignhed to create
a replica of Phra Fang with base to enshrine in Wat Phra Fang Sawangkhaburi Muninat, Phachuk
Sub - district, Muang District, Uttaradit Province. Integration of artisan expertise in sculpture and
traditional fine arts of Thailand are employed to create marvelous art works on the statue of

Buddha following arts masters in the ancient eras.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Chalad Khaomunkhadi:
The First Thotsakan of Silpakorn School

e

P’

In recognition of bygone artists of Siam who had created invaluable cultural achievements
to the nation in the field of Visual Arts, Literature and Performing Arts, a project on
announcement of acknowledgement was implemented by Department of Cultural Promotion,
Ministry of Culture and designated July 21, passing away of His Majesty King Phra Buddha Lertla
Naphalai (King Rama Il) be “Burapasilpin Day” graciously named by Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn. The first execution was carried out in 2015.

An artiist in the field of Performing Arts, Chalad Khaomunkhadi was honored as
Burapasilpin (bygone artists of Siam). Alumnus of Silpakorn School or presently College of
Dramatic Arts, he studied in the first batch of the school and was picked to play “Thotsakan”
character. After finished educating in 1940, he firstly joined the official service in the Thai Music
Section, the Fine Arts Department and then at the Government Public Relations Department.
However he quitted shortly to be a freelance artist. The much talked-about achievements
of Chalad Khaomunkhadi still remembered by later generations, in particular musical play
performing arts (Li-ke), radio drama, television and a large number of poetry composed
by him during 1947-1977.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Celebration of the Royal Seals and Ministerial Seals

on Anniversary of the 10,000" Coronation Day of the 5" Reign
=

The royal seals used by His Majesty King Chulalongkorn (King Rama V) together with his
sichature in different documents such as appointment of official position, document associated
with the Royal Golden Plague, appointment of monks, seal for privy councilor appointment,
seal for Siamese consul appointment, announcement of acts, Sema (monastic boundary),
certificate of decoration, for instance. There are many royal seals namely; l-raphot, Siam
Lo-phakrat, Maha Unalom, and Maha Chakri while other ministerial seals included a big one
for royal commands and a smaller one for ministers to significantly stamp on official letters.

On the auspicious 10,000th day of his ascension to the throne on March 28, 1895 as long
as King Phra Buddha Yodfa Chulalok (King Rama 1), the First King in Chakri Dynasty, a ritual
dedicated to King Rama I’s gratitude was held on February 28-29, 1895 at Amarin Winitchai
Throne Hall while the celebration of coronation took place in the same year on March 2-4, 1895
at Chakri Maha Prasat Throne Hall.

In the celebration ceremony of the royal and ministerial seals, officials and seals holders
brought the seals that had been used for a lengthy period, together with 29 commemorative
talipot fans; 15 of them nicely embroiled in seals images with sequin, lace and five-colored silk
whereas the rest 14 fans embroiled in ministerial seals images. All fans were offered to the
Supreme Patriarch and high ranking monks participating in the ceremony. Erected on porcelain
tables in front of the white-umbrella throne, the fans were placed during March 27-29, 1895 in
two rows along the columns of Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall, the Grand Palace. Never before,
had this celebration of royal and ministerial seals been arranged by any Chakri king. The special
rituals therefore organized according to His Majesty King Chulalongkorn which could be viewed

as a standard practice in the future.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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An Anecdote from History:
The 333" Anniversary of Siamese Envoy to France:
Royal Friendship between King Narai the Great
and King Louis XIV

King Narai the Great was the 27" monarch of Ayutthaya Kingdom. His reign was the most
prosperous in terms of trade, arts and sciences through diplomatic contacts with western nations,
particularly with France ruled by King Louis XIV at that time. By this policy and positive impact,
Siam turned out to be recognized internationally.

For four times that Siamese envoys were sent to promote international relations
with France, especially the 3™ diplomatic mission (1685) led by the smart Ambassador,
Phra Wisutsunthon (Pan) or Kosa Pan and gained a remarkable reputation for Siam.
The mentioned trip resulted in two important historical documents permitting us to leamn
about historical data relevant to Siam and France during that time.

1. The Diary to France (by Kosa Pan), or we may call it “travel diary”, reporting Kosa Pan’s
voyage to France. The original one was hand written by Phra Wisutsunthon (Kosa Pan).

2. Travel Note of Siamese Ambassador in France (Le voyage des ambassadeurs
de Siam en France) by Jean Donneau de Vizé.

The dispatch of a Siamese Ambassador (Kosa Pan) to promote diplomatic ties with France
over 333 years ago truly reflected King Narai the Great’s vision. Siam Kingdom was accepted at
international level accordingly. Thai people highly appreciated and honored him for his visionary
acomplishments with the title “the Great”. His vast contribution to the motherland can be
studied and witnessed from past to present. On the 16th of February, which is his birthday,
it is officially announced “King Narai the Great Day” to commemorate the far-sichted ruler of

Ayutthaya Kingdom.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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Old Pictures Mirror the Past:
Greeting Card

e
o

A media to express congratulations, appreciation, or concern, a greeting card conveys
messages on various special occasions; birthday, New Year’s party or other festivals. In Thailand,
influential greeting card could trace back since the reign of King Mongkut (King Rama IV)
who kindly sent cards to diplomats, court entourage and foreign friends on special occasions.
Office of the National Archives is in charge of archival records storage has collected greeting
cards that are New Year’s cards from the reign of King Chulalongkorn (King Rama V). The service
relating to greeting card archives is available for the general public on working days during

office hours at Office of the National Archives.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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John Hanc. The History of the Christmas Card. [onlinel. Access 28 January 2019, https://
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Wikipedia. Greeting Card. [onlinel. Access
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Masterpiece of the Fine Arts Department:
Phraya Sawetkunchorn’s Tusks

The first white elephant and one of the three important white elephants in the reign
of His Majesty King Phra Buddha Lertla Naphalai (King Rama II), Phraya Sawetkunchorn was
found in 1812. In addition to its role; being a majestic animal living beside the King,
Phrya Sawetkunchorn is considered a significant elephant in Ratanakosin Period as it was
royally granted to participate in several activities of royal ceremonies in its lifetime.
More importantly, this was the reason of using white elephant in the circle of red flag;
symbol of Thai nation. Also, the royal yacht would be decorated with the flag when travelling
on international mission. Later, the white elephant flag was upgraded becoming the Thai
national flag which widely used earlier from the 4™ reign to the 6™ reign. It was because the
white elephant highly honored as the national animal in early Ratanakosin Period, the same

belief as in Ayutthaya days.

Translated by Sukanya Phromphon
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