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Abstract

The aim of this research paper is to study physical features as
well as functions of Sanam Luang, a large open space pertaining to the
capital city of each period in Thai history. Throughout 700 years of the
Thai history divided into Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, Thonburi and Rattanakosin
periods ; Sanam Luang standing at the heart of each capital is considered a
place of historical and cultural importance as well as evidence of power
and prosperity of the Thai Kingdom. The scope of the study covers events,
ceremonies and activities connected with Sanam Luang and other related

areas of each period in the historical and cultural context.

The study of these grounds of different periods in the past in
comparison with those of the Rattanakosin period reveals two distinguishing
characteristics of present — day Sanam Luang in physical and functional
terms. Physically, its large area of oval shape is a result of the turning
point in succession to the throne in Thai history. Functionally, the national
identity of rice paddy agriculture and beliefs in divinity of the king, who
rules his kingdom with righteousness and is regarded as a symbol of
national unity, have been manifested at Sanam Luang through two royal
ceremonies of spiritual significance, the Royal Ploughing Ceremony and the

Royal Funeral Ceremony, respectively.

The outcome of this study will make the Thai people realize the
immense value and real meaning of Sanam Luang which is considered not
only as a place of historical importance but also as cultural patrimony
of spiritual distinction. Public awareness of its historical and cultural
dimensions will lead to proper management in physically and spiritually
safeguarding Sanam Luang which is part of our national heritage.
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