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Archaeological Test Excavation of the Moat of the
Ancient Town of Wiang Sa, Wiang Sa District,
Surat Thani Province

The ancient town of Wiang Sa in Surat Thani Province is situated on the right bank of Tapee
River. It is a moated town, with Tapee River and Klong Tan canal serving as natural moats on the west
and north of the town. On the east and the south, two moats were dug to irrigate water into the town.
The town is divided into two parts: inner part called as Muang Nai (inner town) and outer part called
as Muang Nok (outer town). Muang Nai measures 200x620 meters featuring four main mounds of
monuments, a water reservoir on the east. Muang Nok measures 492x550 meters and is located east
of Muang Nai, and is now where the Buddhist temple of Wat Wiang Sa and a rubber plot are situated.
With a budget from the 2006 fiscal year, the 14" Regional Office of the Fine Arts Department carried
out a test excavation in the outer and inner moats of the ancient town of Wiang Sa. It was found that
the inner moat is at least 4.5 meters wide and 1 meter deep, and no remnants of walls were uncovered.
The outer moat is about 3.5 meters wide on average and about 0.5 — 0.7 meters deep, and remnants
of walls of about 0.5 meters thick were identified. Both inner and outer moats are approximately
3 — 5 meters on average but are only 1 meter deep, suggesting that the two moats might have not
been constructed for defensive purpose, but probably for demarcating the town area and draining.

The cultural deposits in Layer 2 of the excavation unit reveal traces of soil digging for moat
construction. Layer 3 saw evidence of moat building. Layer 4 yields lenses of alluvial deposits that
might have accumulated simultaneously while the occupation was taking place until the town was
abandoned.

Translated by Thanik Lertcharnrit





