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Masterpiece in the Fine Arts Department : Phra Lom

Phra Lom is the Buddha surrounded by rows of disciples overlaying on the pedestal. The Buddha,
a large round relief surrounding by small bas relief of disciples mostly in meditation or paying homage
position placed in rows overlaying on the pedestal, is classified as Bangkok art.

Typically, the Buddha is sitting in meditation. However, the standing Buddha is also existed.
The dressing style is found in different decorations, plain or floral robes, and sometimes crowned. The
pedestal surrounded by 5-11 rows of disciples sitting overlay which can be counted to hundreds for
illustration of the great number. From iconography studying, Pra Lom may interpret Lord Buddha
preaching to numerous Buddhist monks for entire 45 years and leading the ways to enlightenment.

Normally, five disciples, possibly the first five disciples— Kondanna, Bhaddiya, Vappa, Mahanama
and Assaji are placed at the pedestal. In some pedestal, Phra Maha Kaccayana is positioned instead
of the first five disciples.

Phra Lom can be created in special character, Maitreya or the future Buddha is positioned instead
of Lord Buddha. However, the interpretation still remains the same since all Lord Buddha have the same
duties and practices- leading the ways to enlightenment and stop the cycle of reincarnations. Disciples
surrounded Maitreya are his disciples who will enlighten during the time of the future Buddha.

The characteristic of Phra Lom may developed from creation concept of the main Buddha
surrounded by significant disciples popular among early Bangkok period, during the reigns of King Rama |-
King Rama V, which can be seen in the important temples of those periods. Referring to the
inscriptions at the pedestal of Phra Lom, the dates of creation were during the reigns of King Rama V-
King Rama VIII.

Translated by Kotchaporn Thamachariya





