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Research Title An Analytical Study of Thai Culture in the Rattanakosin Period B.E. 2325 -
2394,

Researcher Associate Professor Dr.Panya Borisutdhi.

ABSTRACT

This research aims at analysing Thai literature written during the reigns of King Rama I,
King Rama I1, and King Rama 111 of the early Rattanakosin Period. The research covers four
main cultural areas : traditions, art. literature and ethics. The research proves that literary documents

can reflect clearly the pictures of Thai culture or Thai national characteristics more than any
other kinds of documents.

The research, as traced from the available documents, demonstrates that Thai literature
composed during the reigns of the kings mentioned above reflects culture that had been absorbed
since Sukhothai and Ayutthaya Periods. Thai culture, the origin of which was corsidered purely
Thai, was blended and influenced by Buddhism, Brahmanism and other traditions from other
cultures. The synthesis was so harmonious that there were no obvious discrepancies as often
found in modern Thai culture. It was also found that Thai culture, which was here divided into
four main areas, was préwm to be an abundant ocean of knowledge and information. Although
_this research goes into great details, it still leaves so many interesting aspects of Thai culture for
further research. It is highly hoped that this research will be an inspiration for other researchers

to delve more deeply into Thai culture.
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