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Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Jhakri Sirindhorn

and her benevolence to Elephant

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn regards
elephant with affection. When she was young, Phra veta Suragajdhra,
the royal white elephant, that was a baby elephant from Yala, became her
favorite companion during her stayed at Klai Kangwon Palace, Hua Hin. |
His Royal Highness the Crown Prince was the first person who noticed this
and mentioned that elephant is her symbol.

Since 1977 in the celebration of the royal white elephant, His
Majesty the King has appointed Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn to put a garland around the neck of the new-comer- elephant.

His Majesty the King realized that Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn is highly skilled in composing poem and treats
elephant with special kindness, he ‘asked 'her ‘to compose.a poem in
traditional metre and rhyme scheme for recitationin the ceremonial
celebration of royal white elephant. The poem of Her Royal,Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhern was récited in the ¢éremony for the royal
white elephant, namely,, Phra Sr Nararatharajakirini, Phra Uvetasuragajendra,
Phra Pramanabhakhadartina, and Phra Deyavajfakirini;in 1977 and 1978,
respectively.

Her Royal| Highness Princéss Maha Chakri/Sirindhorn’s
appreciation of elephant was beautifully deseribed in herarticle on elephant,
published in the book of the Fine Atts Department; for the special exhibition
on the occasion of her birthday eelebratioit, 1982, at the National Museum
Bangkok.
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Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn’s collection of elephant
toys and articles.
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Elephant in Nature

The English word ‘elephant’ comes from the Greek ‘elephas’ or ‘elephatos,’
meaning ‘huge arch.’ Itis believed that ‘elephant’ comes from the ancient Sanskrit name
of the mythical elephant called ‘Airavata,” the vehicle of God Indra in the Indian myth. In
fact, the largest living land animal, with a trunk and tusks is called ‘hastin’ in Sanskrit.
Hastin literally means ‘having a trunk.” This animal is called ‘Xiang’ in Chinese. The Thai
word ‘chang’ is identified with elephant in general.

According to palaeontologist, elephant evolved from Moeritherium,a small
mammal which is about the size of a boar and looks like a baby hippopotamus, living in
Egypt about the 50 - 35 million years ago.

Fossils of elephant found in Thailand reveal that there are at less seven types of
elephants living in the Thai teritory about 25,000,000 to 700,000 years ago. In genaral
two main types of elephant: Loxodenta Africana-and Elephas maximus are widely
known. Natural habitats of elephantinthe firsttype arethe jungles of Africa The latter was
found in Asia, such as, India, Myanmar, Thailand, Taes; Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia
and Indonesia.

Loxodonta Africangor the Afican elephant i§a fierce bedst: itnever became tame
and not to be trained for being a vehicle orshowing ina circus, Meanwhile Elephas maxi-
mus or Asian elephant has been trained notto be afraid of humans for several thousands
years. One can ride on.its back; trainsitfor showing in a circus -for pullingalogina
Jungle.

Normally, both| sexes,of the' Afirean elephants have tusks; but tusks are the
physical characteristic of amale Astan eleéphant; this is very rarelyfound in the female one.
Atthe age of twenty five,thé Asian elephant mattires physically. It has lived for seventy
years. Naturally, an elephant needs food-about 200 Kilograms and 200 liters of water
per day. Leaves and trunks of “a_bananatree; new leaves of tree; bamboo, grass and
fruits are its common food. In rainy seasen-salty soil is eaten in order to strengthen its
bones.

An hero of elephants live together consists of a female elephants with her children. A
r{“ia]e elephant which is mature prefers to stay alone. It wil] join the herbonly in the copula-
tlonlseason. At th'e age of 20 to 40, a male elephant and a female elephant copulate.
Their sexual desire terminates after 40 or 50 years. The leader of the herb is always the
eldest fel'nale elephant. Its pregnancy takes 19 to 21 months, Elephant can swim for 6
hours without a break, at 1.6 kilometers per hours. At nj
4 hours. Elephant yvho 15 trained to pullalog ina jungle tends to get abscess filarial disease
;a}Jsed by mosquito. B"§ bOd‘)’ with strong muscle (.)f.]egs, wide forehead, rosy cheek and

right eyes are features of an ideal elephant. In addition, the elephant that always swing

its trunk and often closes its ears and always walks to find food for eating is considered
to be a healthy elephant. ‘ ‘

ghttime it sleep only about 3-
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Elephant in Myth and Ancient scripture

LR BC B RC B C BC RC B BN R B RO RL AL BN B RC R B B A BE B B BU R B B N N B B BN

e R ey
draAnanenl mrzgadrniwed  nlinenaentitgesnssany
Visnu-vam (FaThe elephant was born from
the lotus of Visnu.

In the Hindu myth, there is a belief that the eightmale and eight female elephants standing
guard over the eight zones of the universe. These eight.elephants are called Astadiggajas or
Loka-palas (supporters of the world)."The male elephant, Airdvata and the female elephant,
Abhramu, are supposed to guard the Eastern zone; Pundartka and Kapila, the South-eastern
zone; Vamana and PiKgald, the Southérn Zone; Kumuida and Anupama, the South-western
zone; Aiijana and Tamrakarni, the Western zone; Puspadanta andUuqu'adann‘, North-western
zone, Sdrvabhauma and AKgana, the Northernzone; and Supratika and Afijandvati, the
North-eastern zone. Each-of these’ maleﬂ&phan’ts’;’“bec-amc a'vehicle of the guardian deities who
preside over the eight zones, Indra, east: Agni, south-east; Yania; south; Sﬁr);a (or Nirrti),
south-west; Varuna, west; Vayu, north-west: Kuverd, north; Soma(or Prthivi or Isana), north-
east. Besides these, there are diggajas orelephants of the uniyerse who bear the earth standing
below in the nether world: In-Valmiki Ramayénas the Sanskrit Epic of India, dated 2,000 BCE,
it is started that the sons of Sagara-who-wentinto the nether land.in search of the lost horse of his
father saw these elephants. As-they went tothe east they saw the huge elephant Virdipdksa,
holding the earth on its head. It is said an earthquake ocetrs when it shakes its head. Going to the
left of it they saw the elephant Mahdpadmasama holding the earth on its head on the south.
Going again to the left of it they saw Saumanasa holding the earth on its head on the west and
going to the left of it on the north they saw Bhadra holding the earth on its head.

Among the Astadiggajas, the divine elephant called Airdvata was well-known in the
myth. According to Rimayana and Purdnas, Airavata was son of Irdvati. Iravati was a daughter
of Bradramata, the great grand daughter of God Visnu. In Mahébhérata, it is said that God
Indra made Airdvata his conveyance (vahana). When Durvdasas visited Indra’s court he gave a
garland to Indra. Indra put it on the tusk of Airdvata. The fragrance of the flowers attracted a
swarm of bees with became an intolerable nuisance to Airdvata. So Airdvata tore the garland off
his tusks and hurled it away. When Durvisas heard this, he cursed all the gods. Airavata was
oppressed with a sense of guilt because he was responsible for the curse. So he took refuge in the
ocean of Milk and there started propitiating Mahavisnu. Airdvata became white after his long



residence in the ocean of Milk and after that he rose out of the ocean of Milk. So, the derivation
of this name is referred to the word Irdvat, signifying ‘produced from water.” In Visnu Purin?a
when Maharsis had crowned Prthu as the sovereign King, Brahma gave new posts of honour
to many of the devas (gods). Along with these Brahma made Airavata the lord of all elephants. He
is also called AbhramataKga, ‘elephant of the cloud,” Arkasodara, ‘brother of the sun:’
Nagamalla, ‘the fighting elephant.’

When Indra was known by the Buddhists as the deity who supported the Buddhism.,
Airavata was also known as Indra’s conveyance and has three heads.

In the Hindu myth, the elephant-headed God is known as Gane(Fa. It is believed that this
form evolved from a god of the indigenous people of India. According to Uttara Réamayina,
Padma Purana, Gane(Ea or Ganapati was a son of God (Eiva and Goddess Pdrvari. It is said
that once Uiva assumed the form of an elephant (tusker) and Parvati that of she-elephant. Pirvati
delivered a son in the form of an elephant. That son was named Ganapati. As Uiva has appointed
this son as chief of the ganas (attendants) he is called Ganapati. The Purinas contain two
different stories as to how Ganapati happened to have the elephant’s head. Once Parvati pointed
out to Gan?apati the planet Saturn, andhis head got burned down due to the occult power of
Saturn; and according to one s}ow Ganapati’s head thus lost was replaced with that of an elephant.
The other story is that: oncé Uiva tried to enterthe reom where Parvati had gone to take her bath
clad in a single clothing Ganapati prevénted (Eiva from doing so. (Eiva, enraged at the obstruction
made by Ganapati, cut off his head; and when his angér was cooled down he replaced Ganapati’s
lost head with that of an elephant. Gan?apati is kinown by the name ‘Gajanna,” *Gajamukha,’
which mean ‘with the face of anelephant.” ox.'Ekadanta. which means ‘one who has one tusk.’
or ‘VighneEvara,” *Vighardja," which mean_‘one who has power to remove all obstacle,’
because he is the god whe removes all obstacles from the paths of'men or creates them. He is
also worshipped as a prote¢tor and; variously, as the'god of wisdoin, arts and sciences. literature
and poetry, and agriculture.

In brief, the Three Supreme Gods of Hindutsm, (Eive, Visnu and Brahma, have story
related to elephant. (Eiva himself in'hisformJiidna is the guardian of the world on the north-
castern zone. He is father of Ganapati, the elephant-headed God. Visnu is the great great grandfather
of mother of Airavata, the divine elephant. Brahma is a god who made Airavata the lord of all
elephants.

In the Buddhist treatises, such as Lalitavistara, the literature of the Mahayana, the presence
of elephant related to the birth of the Buddha. It is said that Queen Mdya saw an elephant in her
dream before being pregnant. After that she gave birth to Prince Sidhdratha (or Siddhattha) who
became Lord Buddha.

According to the Pali Buddhist canon of the Theravada Buddhism, the elephants that
were present in the scene of the Buddha’s life are: Grimekhala, Palilaiyaka, Nalagiri. The first
one, Grimekhala, was the vehicle of Mara who rode the elephant with his troops to destroy
Lord Buddha. In Buddhacarita of A(Evaghosa, dated the 2" century CE, it is said that the troops
of Mra disguised themselves to be fierce, ugly animals in various kinds including elephant: *He
wished to put obstacles to his calmness, so Mara remembered then his own army; his

followers stood round in various forms, with pikes, trees, clubs, missiles and swords in their




hands; with faces of boars, asses, horses, and fish, bears, camels and elephants, lions,
tigerssone-eyed with many mouths or with three heads; with pendulous bellies and speckled
ones too.” The second elephant, Pdlilaiyaka, was the name of the elephant who served Lord
Buddha when he stayed alone in Rakkhitavana jungle. The last one, Nalagiri, was a fierce
elephant that Devadatta, a monk who was jealous of the charisma of Lord Buddha, released it
on the road of Rajagrha town to harm Lord Buddha; but the Lord could tame it with his loving
kindness.

In Dhammapéda or the teaching of the Buddha has a chapter called Nagavagga. literally,
the Elephant. In the chapter Lord Buddha explained his Dhamma by means of using metaphors
related to elephant and its behavior. The following versions should be quoted: ‘As an elephant
in the battlefield withstands the arrows shot from a bow, even so will I endure abuse, for
most people are, indeed, undisciplined. The tamed elephant is led to crowds. The tamed
elephant does the king mounts. Best among men is the well trained one who can endure
abuse. Excellent are well-trained mules. So are thoroughbred horses from Sindhu, and
likewise noble fighting elephants. Moré excellent-is a self-trained man. Surely never by
those vehicles would one go tothe untrodden land (Nibbéana) as does one who is controlled
through his subdued and wéll-trained self. The great elephant called Dhanapélaka in time
of rut is uncontrollable. Being tied fast he refuseshisfood since'he calls to mind the elephant
wood. Formerly this mind'wentanderingwhereit liked, as itwished and as it listed. I will
now control it with attentiveness as a driver with his hooka rutted elephant. Take delight
in heed fullness. Guard well-your. own mind.,Draw yoursélves out of defilements as did an
elephant sunk in the, mire.df finding no one wha is pradent and wise, who is fit to live with
and behaves well, one-should live alone like avetired king, and like a great elephant does
alone in the forest. Better. is 1o live/alone: There.isho friendship with the fool. Let one live
alone and commit no sin,-being care-free like'an elephant in-the wilds.’

According to Jataka orthe story of the prévious birth of the Buddha, the Buddha was
born as elephant in severalbirths, Forinstancé, In Dumedha-jataka, he was born as the white
elephant which was the vehicle of Magadha Raja of Rajagrhatown. People in the town admired
the perfect character of the elephanitthat made the king angry and wanted to kill the elephant. But
his mahout protested. The mahout and the white elephant were exiled from the town. They had
gone to Véranasi town and served the king of Varanasi. In Latukka-jataka, he was the leader of
a herd of elephants and a male elephant in the herd killed a baby of a female bird and the bird
pecked the elephant’s eyes until it went blind. In Matuposaka-jataka. he was the white elephant
lived in Himavan forest. He took his mother from the herd to stay in the cave at Candoraparvata
Mountain and he always looked after his mother by taking food for her every day. One day a
hunter got lost in the forest. He took him to the town. But the hunter was ungrateful; he took a
mahout to capture the white elephant for the king. After knowing from the white elephant that he
looked after his mother, the king let him go back to his place. In Chatdanta-jataka, he was
called Chatdanta, the leader of a herd of elephants. His body was white, had red feet and red
mouth. He had two wives. They lived in the Himavén forest. One day he pulled down a branch of
Sale tree without knowing that there was a net of ants on the branch. The ants attacked hig
second wife that made her got angry to her husband. She died and was born as a daughter of the




king of Madraja and married king of Varanasi. She recalled a previous life and wanted to revenge
Chatdanta. She asked the king to send two hunters to kill Chatdanta for his ivory. Chatdanta was
killed and his tusks were cut; his first wife and elephants of his herd all cried after seeing his dead
body without ivory.

The greatest Indian influence in Thailand came from the Buddhist and Brahmins traditions,
including science in various fields — these traditions were assimilated with local practices and
wisdoms to form the foundation of the local culture of the country. Buddhism became the official
religion, while Brahmanism played a major role in rituals and royal court traditions, as well as
sciences. The science related to elephants that came from the Indian tradition, was preserved in
the form of ritual practice, folk tales, and manuscripts.

The oldest manuscript recording about the story and the science of training elephant in
Thailand dates in the 1782 CE or in the reign of King Rama the first of the Chakri Dynasty. Of
100 manuscripts related to elephant collected in the National Library, the knowledge of elephant
can be divided into 3 groups; namely, Gajaiidtra, Gajalaksna, and Gajakarma. Gajaiidtra,
literally, the science of elephants, reveals the natural history and behaviors of elephants. Gajalaksna.
literally, the physical traits of elephants. reveals the types of elephants from different origins or
different families. Gajakarma literally. the activity with'elephants, reveals the way how to catch
an elephant; how to tame it, how to train it, along with manfra and ritual ceremony relating to each
activity.

The story of the origin of elephant ift the Thai Gajalaksna manuscript is based on the
Hindu myth, for instance, itis said that elephant was bornfrom the lotus rising up from the navel
of Lord Visnu. This lotus has eight petals with173 pollens. Visnu gdve the lotus to Lord (Eiva who
divided the lotus into four parts and gave each part to'Visnu, Brahma. Agni, and himself. These
gods created a lotus from the part and e]gphams were born from the four lotus. In this way, four
families of elephant took place, namely, Iivara-vamEa, from lotus of Uiva, Brahma-vam (Fa.of
Brahma, Visnu-vam (Ea, of Visnu,and-Agni-vam(Ea. of Agni. Apartfrom these, the birth of Ganelia
and Airavata was recorded. It is saidithat Uiva asked Agni to perform his divine power. From the
power, the elephant-headed god, Gare (Ea; came out from hisright ear; A deity with three-faced
elephant from his left ear; Airdvata;-the thirty-threée —~headed elephant from his arm:
Girimeghagala, the three-headed elephant from another arm, these two elephants (Eiva gave to
Indra to be his vehicle; and from his rest arms came out six white elephants that (Eiva gave to the
greatking on earth. Thus, the white elephant is regarded as an auspicious animal for the king.
Traditionally, the great kin g who can rule all earth will possess ‘sapta ratna’ or seven auspicious

things which symbolize his greatness. The white elephant is one of the ‘sapta ratna’ of the Great
king.
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Buddha Temple in“the Royal Palace, Bangkok.

9nde udlureaEnm uaZEaIINS
dnnnssuanandne e ldiluetesdsssy il
Wudeildngog  fethsresndralusing” wids
widsFadutllugnlne  Duvdnguuaasdr
m%"\qLﬂuuﬁd’luauﬁ'ﬂmﬂ@nhﬂﬁans;am‘é@qﬁm

Tuadpimulnduns  draunzadnadne
fidedeneglufnresdunsdedlu dnonssy
dsunzadntwdey  Ineenzasneddiay
a0l hReiduas@adulldtiamnds
HauNTNENNNUANI LN NANIRANsZqaaaNIngn
et Smail & ndasn adiuautBves
WA uawaey wazuaudRRsAunaniu
WA 11U ARUARY ﬁu@u’iummﬁ’mq%uﬂau

Funilaaeslseina

AlAundraunzaan dwisuasidadludladaninais

[ =3 Lo § A
OMUUANTEUINAN LI?IQWS‘S'?@Q‘EINLH'R'I LRNBEUI

The ivory howdah, the Viceroy of Chiangmai presented

e "'m"\\ ‘Nz

\\

\a\

W

to King Chulalongkorn.



Elephant in Art

A number of rock art found in Thailand illustrate figures of animal in various forms. Among
these, the pictographs from Tham Rup Khao Kheo, Kanchanaburi Province, and from Pha Taem,
Ubonratchathani Province, which are regarded as the rock art of the prehistoric period, depict
the figures of elephants. Moreover, the prehistoric man at the Sai Yok River bank was considered
to be the first artisan who shaped ivory to be their amulet or ornament. The artwork made of
ivory was found in Ban Kao site, Kanchanaburi Province, dated 2,000-1,600 BCE. It is
conjectured that elephant has played an important role in the way of life of people in Thai territory
since the prehistoric time.

In the early historic period, dated the 1* century BCE to the 5" century CE, a bronze
statuette of elephant was found at Tha Phak Nam Rop site, Suratthani Province, associated with
a bronze kettle drum, dating the 1* century BCE to the 2™ century CE.

In the early states of the histeric period (the gt _ 124 centuries CE), the Buddhist state
called Dvéravati in Central Thailand had a brick stupawithstucco sculpture decoration. One of
the stucco sculptures decorating around the basement of the stupa at Chunlaprathon, Nakhon
Pathom Province, depictsthe scerie fronra Jataka orastory of the'previous birth of the Buddha
as an elephant.

Judging from art objects found frontarchaeological site§ in the historic period in Thailand,
sculptures of elephants were created with'™Various materials and various shapes. Most of the
sculptures are regarded as-a part of the religious art oftwo mainreligions; i.e., the Hinduism and
the Buddhism.

Influence of the Hinduism isexemplified by the stonesculptures of Gane(Ea, the Hindu
God who is represented,as-a short fat man and the head of elephant, found in several sites and
several periods. The oldest sculpture of Gane(Ba s placed for worship at the Hindu shrine called
Devasthina Bot Brahma in Bangkok, dated the 5" century CE,which is regarded as the earliest
Gane(Ea in Southeast Asia. Sculptures of elephantas avehijele of Hindu god, Indra, are depicted
on lintels, pediments, antefixes of several Hidu (Eikhara (Prang) in the Northeastern Thailand,
such as at Prasat Phanom Rung, Buriram Province, Prasat Ban Phlung, Surin Province. According
to the Hindu myth, the three headed elephant that is a vehicle of Indra is called Airavata.

The (Eikhara (Prang) called Prasat Hin Phimai, Nakhon Ratchasima Province, was a
Mahayana Buddhist sanctuary of the 10" -11" centuries CE. Its lintel depicts the scene of Lord
Buddha subduing Mara, the devil one. In the scene, the Méra rides on the elephant along with his
troops to attack the Lord who is sitting in meditation under the Pipal tree. Apart from these, other
lintels and pediments of the shrines in the Northeastern Thailand depict the elephantas the main
vehicle for the leader of the warriors at the fighting scene or at the parade of the troops in the
battle scene. This shows that the fighting on the elephant’s back had taken place since the ancient
states. The tradition of fighting on the elephant’s back had undertaken from that time since the
18" century or in the period of the Thai kingdom.
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The strong faith in the Theravada Buddhism from Sri Lanka was the great inspiration for
the architectural woks of Sukhothai, of Lanna, and of Ayutthaya periods. The so-called Lanka
stupa is the bell-shaped stupa encircled with elephant sculpture at its base which was initially built
in the 14" century CE at the towns of Sukhothai and of Si Satchanalai. The concept of the
architectural style was adopted by the states of Lanna and of Ayutthaya in the 15" -17" centuries.
These are exemplified by the stupas at Wat Chang Kham, Nan Province; Wat Pa Daeng, Wat
Hua Nong and Chang Kham stupa at Wiang Kum Kam; Wat Chiang Mun and Wat Chedi Luang,
Chiangmai Province; Wat Maheyong, Ayutthaya Province. The stupa encircled with elephant
sculpture reflects the belief of the people on the elephant as the supporter of the Buddhism.

The stone figure of elephant functions as the pedestal of the image of Buddha or the
auspicious pillar of the Buddhist monastery mainly found in the ancient monasteries in Payao
Province is considered to be the typical Lanna architecture created by the Payao School of art.

The ancient handicrafts depicting the figure of elephant are visible in the form of the
Buriram ceramics of Buriram Province, dated the 8" - 12" century CE, and of the Sangkhalok
wares of Sukhothai, dated 14" — 16®Century CE.

In the early Ayutthaya period;the 15" century CE, the golden figure of elephant appliqu(E
with precious stones was finely made tobe one of the royal-auspicious objects devoted to Buddhist
stupa at Wat Ratchaburana, Ayutthaya Province. Thus; the objeet, was found, associated with
other golden objects in the crypt of the main Prang (stupa)-of the temple.

The statuette depicting an adorn elephant with silverthrone and ‘chatra,” the tiered umbrella
for the three silver seated Buddha images on its back; dated 19" century, is considered to be a
masterpiece of the Lanha-art.

In the Bangkok period, the 18"-19" century CE, pictures of elephants were painted on
the wall inside the ‘uposatha,’ the.ordinationhall;or the “vihara,” the hall of worship, in several
monasteries. These are exemplified by the muralpaintings, the fitst one is inside the uposatha of
the Emerald Buddha Temple in'the Royal Palace;Bangkok, illustrating the story of Vesantara
giving the royal elephant to a group.6f Brahminsand the second one is inside the scripture hall of
Venerable Somdej Phra Mahasamana (Chao Kromphra Pramanuchitchinosot at Wat Phra
Chetuphon Wimonmangkhalaram, Bangkoksllustrating pictures of elephant in various lineages
based on the Brahmin scripture.

Ivory, which forms most of the tusks of an elephant, is valuable and is used for making
carved ornaments. The specimens of the ancient ivory found in the shipwreck sites in the Gulf of
Thailand indicate that the ivory was one of the exported products in Ayutthaya period.

In Bangkok period, the eminent artisans, who were skilled in ivory-carving, belonged to
the royal court of the Viceroy of Chiangmai. A number of priceless artworks made of ivory from
the court, especially a howdah made of ivory, were presented to King Chulalongkorn in the 19"
century CE. The dark colored ivory of the ruler of Nan, which was donated to the National
Museum of Nan Province, is regarded as a masterpiece of Thailand.
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and the ivories of the royal elephant.
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Elephant for Kingship

Elephant relates to the kingship in three ways: a symbol of king’s sovereign
power, a spot of king, aking’s conveyance in the battle.

According to the eastern tradition, the great king has to possess the following
seven auspicious things called ‘sapta ratna’: cakra-ratna (the disc), hasthi-rama
(elephant), aEva-ratma (horse), mani-ratna (precious stone), itthi-ratna (wife),
gahapati-ratna (treasurer), and parindyaka-ratna (general). In the sense “hasthi-
rama’ is identified with the white elephant. Itis believed that the king who possesses
a great number of the white elephant would become the king of the kings. Thus
the tradition of searching for the white elephant to present to the kKing occurred
and has been followed even in the present time.

The capture of wild elephants-as theroyal spot was recorded in the King
Ramkhamhaeng’s inscriptionof Sukhothai, dated-1292 CE. The capture of the
white elephant was found.in the record of the ¢arly Ayutthaya period: i.e. in the
reign of King Borommatrailokanatin 1471 CE. The process of how to capture a
herd of the wild elephant§ under the command of the King'of Ayutthaya and the
way how to tame and to train the wild elephants by the royalimahouts were recorded
in detail by the French envoy and the French-missionary in the 17" century. At the
behest of King Chulalongkorn (King Rama V), the performance of catching a
herd of wild elephants-was shown in frontef the King andthe Crown Prince of
Russia at the elephant=trap-field called Phaniat in/Ayutthaya Province, on the
occasion of the royal yisit in 1903 CE.

Fighting on the'elephant’s back is regarded ds the highest dignity of the
royal battle. The most important event of the elephant-duel in the Thai history
was the royal fight between . Somdej Phra Naresuan of Ayutthaya and Phra Maha
Uparaja of Hamsavati at Nong Sarai, Suphanburi in-1592 CE. This ended with the
victory of Somdej Phra Naresuan who rode the fierce elephant called Chao Phraya
Chaiyanuphap.

At the present time though neither the elephant-duel nor the capture of a
herd of elephants is practiced, white elephants were found and were presented to
the present king. These elephants are looked after by a group of mahouts under the
management of ‘krom gajapal,’ literally, the royal section for protection of the
royal elephant.

The tradition of ‘white elephant’ for the kingship is exemplified by the use
of the figure of the white elephant on the banner of the royal trade junks for
hundred years; the banner with the figure of a white elephant became the national
flag before using the present flag designed by King Rama VI in the early 20
century CE. The figure of the white elephant is one of the symbolic figures
illustrating on the emblem of the 50™ jubilees of the coronation of the present king
in 1996 CE.
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Ceremony for Elephant

The four rituals related to elephant are regarded as the royal ceremony for the
elephants. These rituals are as follows: Gajendraiivasandn, Tang Kam Ra-ngap Khwam
Khai, Kae Sin Bon and Tham Khwan Chang. The first one was practiced in the past;
others have been practiced continuing right up to the present.

Gajendrauvasandn, literally, the parade of elephant and horse, consists of three
main activities:

1) Thot Chuak Dam Chuak, the worship of mahout and the riders of horse or of elephant to
their teacher or trainer;

2) Hae Sanén Yai, the parade of armed soldiers on elephants and on horses in front of the
king. The royal Brahmin poured sacred water to the armed soldiers;

3) Gajendrativasanan, the celebration of royal elephants and of royal horses, the parade of
the elephants and the horses is performed in front-of the king; the image of Buddha called
Phra Chai which was always taken withithe toyaltroops+is shown in the parade.

Itis believed that the Gajendradvasanéin ceremony had been performed since Sukhothai
period, the 13™ -15" ¢enturies CE-and it-was called “Phra Rdja Phithi Pija
Dhananijayapai.” The perfect activity of the'¢eremony . was petrformed in Ayutthaya period,
the 15" -18" centuries. In Bangkok petiodaat the behest of King Mangkut (King Rama IV),
the ceremony was performed-once, butnot.a big'cerémony. In that ceremony, members of
royal family joined the ceremony by ridiig on the elephant-cum-using the weapons,
equipments and accessories to control the elephant. The purpose of the ceremony is to
encourage the soldiers and the troops with-elephants and horses:

Tang Kam Ra-ngap Khwam Khai, literally, ritual activity to suppress the illness, is
the ritual for the royal white elephant that got fever or died- The ritual activity was conducted
by both monks and Brahmins called-*Phra-Mo:Thao,  literally, the royal great grand doctor.
In case of the white elephant.cameé from Vientiane.in lsaos; a Brahmin from Laos would

participated in the ritual activity.




Kae Sin Bon, literally, to make a votive offering, is conducted by Phra Mo Thao
after making a votive prayer to heal the white elephant that suffered from a disease and it
recovers from the illness. The royal great grand doctor makes a votive offering to two
forefather spirits called Phra Sat Kham and Khru Patthiya that are believed to be those who
can remove the disease caused by the bad omen from the white elephant. The music and
dance performance is an important part of the ceremony.

Tham Khwan Chang, literally, to restore the spirit of elephant, is a necessary rite.
It is believed that the white elephant like a man, when it is ill the spirit becomes weak and
sometime it wanders in the realm of darkness and cannot return to the owner. The ritual
activity to restore the spirit or to bring the spirit back is performed after the white elephant
recovers from the i_llness. The ritual is conducted by Phra Mo Thao who places the following
offerings: banana leaf-tray containing auspicious flowers, a head of pig, fragrant face powder,
fragrant oils, candles, leaves of lotus, leaves of camphor tree, leaves of cassia, and leaves of
other auspicious trees at the centre spot of the.ceremony. The music is considered to be an

important part of the ceremony. _ ,
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Elephant for Thai Life

The good qualities of elephant have impressed Thai people along the passage of time.
Thus, elephant is considered to be the auspicious animal. It is proclaimed that elephant is a

symbol of the country.

Of 44 letters of the present Thai alphabet, the tenth letter is called cho-chang. Ac-

cording to Thai pronunciation, eac
first letter k (ko) is followed by the word kai; so itis ca
word ‘chang,’ literally, elephant, is used ast
system. Nevertheless, this indicates that the
volved in Thai life for along time. An old Thai proverb says,

the forest.” Meaning, the
found in the town, but
mote areas.

Geographically,
prosperous jungles in the
that are the ideal place
Throughout their history,
trained elephants not to
to be obedient in order
Veyance or had them
Jungle; i.e., to drag out
Wwalk at around 4
and it can walk without
kilometres a day. But it
load, i e. its capacity to
than 100 kilograms.

In the past,

Whoever had an elephant as his conveyan

he name-wor

Tl é’miﬁ’mﬁnmﬁﬂi:ﬁwwﬂm

Thai elephant. the-animals

Person in society. The use of elephantasd vehicle

"e1gn of King Rama V of the B
ry in the jungle was started around CE 19
concessions to some western companies
"egion. Elephants and their mahouts Were the
Pable of penetrating thick jungles an
_ Today to protect the remaining
Sions and the business on the timber industry
Elephants are still trained at schoo

a5ts no longer work in the forests.

be
ang ¢

arry foreign travelers

they

Instead,

angkok period. To hav
00s when th
for cutting teak

d climbing steep slopes to
forests, the Thai govern

Is in Lamphang

yimbol 6f Thaifand

for traveling ha

h letter is followed by a word as its own name, e.g. the
lled ko-kai. No one knows why the
d for ‘cho’ in the Thai alphabetical
beast called ‘chang’ (elephant) has been in-
“The white elephant was born in

holy man cannot be
can be found in the re-

Thailand has many
North and in the South
for elephants to live in.
the Thai people had
be afraid of human and
to use them as con-
work with man in the
the logs. Elephant can
kilometres per hour
a break for 20
cannot carry a heavy
carry is not more

except the mahout,

ce was considered to be an elite or a high class
d been practiced until the
e the elephants work for timber indus-
e government of Thailand had granted
s from the forest in the northern
brawn of the industry. the only vehicles ca-
drag out the logs.

ment abolished the conces-
is strictly controlled by the government.

and Chiang Mai but the enormous

demonstrate their skills in tourist shows




on bumpy journeys through the hills. The Young Elephant Training Center at Lampang be-
ccame the Thai Elephant Conservation Center and in CE 2002 the Thai Elephant Conservation
Center was upgraded to the National Elephant Institute under the patronage of Her Royal High-
ness Princess Galyani Vadhana Krom Luang Naradhiwas Rajanagarindra.

As environmental change, there has been a decrease in the number of the wild elephant
population in Thailand. However, some of Thai people who regard elephant with affection and
are aware of the crisis, join together to establish a centre or a foundation for protecting elephant’s
life.
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