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History of Wat Phra Singh Hﬂ‘ \
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SRR 294 5135
WAT PHRA GINGHVORAMAHAVIHARA - , oo
(PHRA SINGH TEMPLE) 5.2

Founder

Wat Phra Singh Voramahavihara' (Phra Singh Temple), has
been an importance wat of Chiang Mai for 700 years. It was
founded by King Phayu of Mengrai dynasty around B. E. 18887 It
was originally called Wat Lee Chiang (Lee Chiang Temple) due to
the fact that in front of the temple there was a ground where
people used to exchange commodities and then it became a
market called Talad Lee Chiang (lee means a market), which the
temple got a name Wat Lee Chiang.

Around B.E 1943 King Maha Phrom respectfully invited Phra
Buddha Sihing, one of the most renown buddha image from the
City of Kam Phaeng Petch and presented it to King Saen Muang
Ma who was reigning the Lanna Thai Kingdom. On the way that
they invited the image to Wat Suandok, it so happened that the
chariot carrying the image brakedown in front of Wat Lee Chiang
At this spot, so they placed Phra Buddha Sihingh at this wat.
Because of this incident, Wat Lee Chiang became known as
Wat Lee Chiang Phra. That is why Wat Lee Chiang Phra came to
be known as Wat Phra Singh

When His Majesty King Ananda Mahidol was graciously
pleased to upgrade the temple to the first-class royal temple on
Sunday, 30 November, B.E. 2483, This result, Wat Phra Singh
was officially called Wat Phra Singh Voramahavihara.

" Division of Buddhist Shrines, Histories Throughou the kingdom Vol 1. (Bangkok
Religious Affairs Press, B.E. 2525) pp 495-9

2a Bang Chang, Choom, History of Wat Phra Singh, (Bangkok : ET.O.Press
BE. 2520) pp. 35
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History of the Founder

King Phayu' was King Kamfu's son, the 6™ King of Mengrai
Dynasty. He ascended the throne in B.E. 1887 when he was 29
years old. During his reign, Chiang Mai became the capital of his
kingdom because he dislike to live in Chiangsaen as King Kamfu
had done.

As King Phayu was a Philosopher King, His kingdom was
at peace and the religious affairs were prosperous. He died in
B.E. 1910 after his 23 year reign’

In the edrly establishment of Wat Phra Singh, King Phayu
was graciously pleased to command his men to build holy shrines,
according to the evidences, as follow :

1. Apagoda ( chedi) and 4 buddha images, each one was
placed in each of the 4 archrooms build in 4 direction so as to
house the ashes of King Kamfu, his father. This pagoda was
demolished when Master Sri Vijaya ( Kru Ba Sri Vijaya ) built 2 new
convocation hall (Vihara)

2. Agrand convocation hall ( Phra Vihara Luang ). When King
Phayu had built the temple,he graciously had his men invite Phra
Maha Akyachula Thera (Phra Maha Abhai Chula Thera) along with
his 10 Buddhist monks disciples from Haribhoonchai Temple
Lamphun to live in this temple. Kruba Sri Vijaya built a new
convocation hall (Vihara) in B.E. 2467-2468, Chao Kaeo Navarath,
the 9" ruling prince of Chiang Mai.

C’vmnakamms/rpagarana Called Tayu the Great.
-nguan, The (Bangkok: P.Pinakah
Prese, B.E 2519) pp. 120
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Restorers

Inthe reign of Phra Muang Keo or King Siri Dhamma the
Great (B.E.2038-2068), he restored Wat Phra Singh and  built a
pagoda (chedi or Ku Lai)

In the reign of King Medutivisutthivongse (B.E.2094-2101)
he graciously invited Somdej Chao Sri Nanda of Wat Phra Singh
to welcome King Bureng Nong or Patin Nong the Great of
Hongsavadi, Burma.

When Chaiang Mai and the kingdom of Thai Lanna lost
independence and was controlled by the Burmese (B.E2101-
2317) there apprared no evidence in connection with Wat Phra
Singh . Thus it was assumed that it became a deserted temple’

In the reign of King Boromarajathibodiior Kavila (B.E.2324-
2358) he graciously built and restored temple.

1. The chapel (Phra Uposatha) was rebuilt.

2. The pagoda was rebuilt and the Buddha's relics were
housed in the place.

3. In B.E.2363,a buddha Image was built and housed in
the grand convocation hall (Vihara Luang)

4.1n B.E.2369, a gilded convocation hall (Vihara Lai Kam)
was rebuilt.

In the region of King Dharmalangka or Chang Phuak
(King White Elephant) B.E.2358-2364) the gilded convocation hall
was completely built; he graciously commanded the Thai Lanna
and Bangkok artists to paint the mural paintings the stories of
Sang Thong and Suwanna Hongsa (the Story of Gold Choch and
the Story of Gold Phoenix).

T Sarikabutra, Kocha, ef.al"History of Wat Phra Singh” in commemoration of the
Royal Ceremony of Presenting the Yellow Robes 1o Monks. the Department of
Teachers' training (Chiang Mai : White Elephant Press, B.E. 2526) pp. 18
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In the region of King Setthi or Kamphan (B.E 2364-2367),
he graciously commanded his men to restore the pagoda (Ku Lai),
commanding the artisans to repair and decorate the pagoda,
and in s0 doing, many antiques were found, for example, a gold
case in which the following things were put 74 buddha images
made of gold, silver ,copper .green glass, white glass, sapphire-
like glass and 85 pellets of precious stones. King setthi graciously
commanded his men to place these things in original place.

In the region of King Indavijayanond (B.E.2413-2439) he
graciously commanded his men to restore the following things

In B.E.2429 the giled convocation hall (Vihara Lai Kam)

In B.E.2440 commanding his men to build the facade of
the grand convocation hall (Vihara Luang)

In the region of King Indavarorot Suriyavongse ( B.E. 2440-
2452) the grand convocation hall (Phra Vihara Luang) was restored
by the royal command.

In the region of Prince Kaeo Navarath (B.E 2452-2482),
Princess Dara Rusmee (the Royal Concubine of King Rama V);
Prince Keo Navarath and Kruba Sri Vijaya (respected buddhist
monk of Pang village, Lamphun) jointly built and restored the
following things : -

In B.E 2467, they restored the grand pagoda (Phra Chedi
Luang). In so doing, valuable antiques were found such as a 3-
layer um, the outer layer was made of brass weighing 254 baht
and 3 salueng (=3821.5 grams) and 23 inches high, the medium
layer was made of silver weighing 185 baht and 2 salueng (=
2782.50 grams) and 14 inches high. The inner layer was made of
gold weighing 122 baht and 2 salueng (=1837.50 grams) and 14
inches high. It was estimated to be the urn housing the ashes of
King Kamfu. Besides, several thin gold plates in which several
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events were  inscibed. However , the antiques were lost during
the East Asian War B.E 2484

In B.E. 2467-8 a new grand convocation hall was built to
replace the old one that was dilapidated.

In B.E. 2469 His Majesty King Pok Klao and Her Majesty
Queen Rambai Barnni visited Chiang Mai and proceeded to pay
respect to and celebrate Phra Buddha Sihing (Buddha Sihing
image). On this occasion, His Majesty the King was the Chairman
in cooperation with Prince Keo Navarath to restore the temple library
or Hor Trai ( the house where the Buddhist Teachings are kept )

d th pel), which builtin B.E.2472
Agrand celebration was held

Wat Phra Singh was raises to the status of a royal wat (first
class) under the royal patronago In B.E. 2483, the region of His
Majesty King Anandamahidol. Then got the present name of Wat
Phra Singh Voramahavihara.

In the region of His Majesty King Bhumipol Adulayadej,
the following things were built and restored

In the period of Phra Upaligunupamajarn (Fu Attasivo)
(B.E 2493-2516 ) many Buddhist shrines and buildings were built
and restored as follows :

In B.E. 2496 the Gilded convocation hall (Phra Vinara Lai
Kam ) was repaired.

In B.E. 2498-2508 the builtings of Dhammaraj Suksa School
were built.

In B.E. 2506 the Somdej Kittisobhon building was
constructed

In BE. 2513 the Sahat -Hongse Mahakun Building was
constructed.

In the period of Phra Dhammasithajarn (Nu Thavaro)
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(In B.E.2517-present) Buddhist shrines and buidings were
constructed and restored as follows:

In B.E. 2526 the convocation hall (Phra Vihara) was restored
changing the tiles, the Serpent-nead gables, the phonenix-tail eaves
and some other parts

In B.E. 2538-2541 the Gilded convocation hall (Phra Vinara
Lai Kam ) was repaired.

InB.E. 2539 the DI building

In B.E. 2539 the 700" Year Buddha Image was casted on
the occation of Chiang Mai's 700" anniiversary. etc.

Respectable Objects and Shrines

Phra Singh or Phra Buddha Sihing )

Phra Buddha Sihing is a casted Buddha Image of Chiang
Saen period school, sitling cross-legged, with his one -meter-long
lap,his sturdy and fat trund, his big chest, his hands in the evil-
subduing posture (the maravijaya posture), his short sash
(sangghati) slightly above his chest , his round face, his incision —
round chin, his big pelleted hair, his budding - lotus - shape ray
on the top of his head, his right hand stressing his fingers and
resting on his right knee, his left handiin the elbow-cocked posture.

The history of Phra Singh (Buddha Sihing Image) appears.
in Sihingganitarn (the story of Phra Singh) written by Phra
Bodhirangsi Thera and in the Legend of Yonok written by Phraya
Prajakijkarajak(Chaem Boon Nark) which can be briefly
summarized as follows : -
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Around the 8" Buddhist Century (after the Lord Buddha
attained nibbana for 700 years ) 3 kings and 20 arahants ( Buddhist
monks who can eliminate all the defilements and will read
nibbana) wished to see the Lord Buddha's physical structure and
thus asked a Phrayanaga ( a big powerful serpent ) to create the
Lord Buddha's physical structure. The Phrayanaga created himseft
as the Lord Buddha's physical structure in the perfect form of the
great man (mahapurisa-lakkhana) sitting on the lotus pedestal. The
kings and the citizen had respect and faith; therefore, they all
praised and paid respect to him for 7 days.

As a result, the 3 kings and 20 arahants had an artisan cast
a Buddha image with bronze. While the artisan was casing the
buddha image, one of the 3 kings became angry, for the artisan
failed to do as he pleased. The King, therefore hit the artisan at his
finger with his walking stick. The artisan was injured and hurt.

It appeared that one of the image's fingers was defective.
When the image was celebrated and paid respect to, he was named
“Phra Buddha Sihing” because his chest is as graceful as that of
the lion (rajasina).

By the16" Buddhist Century, King Ruang of Sukhothai
spread his power as far as Nakorn Sri Dhammaraj. The King of
Nakorn Sri Dhammaraj presented Phra Buddha Sining Image to
King Ruang which he had got from Ceylon ( Sri Langka ). Later on
the King of Ayutthaya respectiully invited the image to Ayuthaya.

Phraya Yamnadit, the Governor of the City of Kampaeng
Petch, received Phra Buddha Sihing Image from his mother, who
was one of the wifes of Phra Borom Rajadhiraj 1, the King of
Ayuthaya, and had respectiully invited the image to the City of
Kampaeng Petch

By the 20" Buddhist Century, King Maha Phrom, the younger
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brother of King Kue Na, the 8" King of Mengrai Dynasty, had
respect for and faith in Phra Buddha Sihing Image. As a resuit, he
with his army went to besiege the City of Kampaeng Petch and
sent Phra Sukantha Maha Thera as the ambassador to ask for
the image. Phaya Yamnadit consented to present the image to
the king.

King Maha Phrom respectfully invited Phra Buddha Sihing
Image to present to King Kue Na, but he asked for the royal
permission to duplicate the image in the City of Chiangrai. King
Maha Phrom had thus an artisan repair the image's finger and
make an exact copy of the image.

InB.E.1931 King Saen Muang Ma ascended the throne and
respectfully invited Phra Buddha Sihing Image to be placed on
the royal moveable smallhouse vehicle (busabok), arranging a
procession and taking the image to be poaced at Buppharam
Temple or Suan Dok Temple (the temple of flower). But on the
way to the temple, when the royal vehicle was drawn to the
ground in front of Wat Lee Chiang, the vehicle was out of order
and could not be drawn any farther. The King, therefore; considered
that Phra Buddha Sihing Image would be pleased to be placed
in Wat Lee Chiang. Thus, the buddha image was sequently installed
in this wat. The later on, called name of Wat Phra Singh and Wat
Phra Singh Voramahavihara respectively.

In the region of Phra Muang Keo (King Siridham the Great)
he graciously ordered his men to builte a gilded convocation hall
(Vihara Lai Kam) to be placed Phra Buddha Sihing inside.

Phra Buddha Sihing had been thus respectiully placed
at Wat Phra Singh for 255 years. Then, when King Narayana the
Great of Ayutthaya had conquered the City of Chiang Mai, he
respectfully invited Phra Buddha Sihing to be placedin the grand
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convocation hall (Vihara Luang) of Sri San Petch Temple in the
City of Ayutthaya.

In B.E.2310 when the City Ayutthaya was invaded and
occupied by the Burmese army, the Chiang Mai people who were
an army division of the Burmese army respectfully invited the
image to be placed in the City of Chiang Mai again.

In B.E.2325 when King Rama 1 ascended the throne, he
respectiully invited Phra Buddha Sihing to be placed at Borvorn
Satarn Mongkol Palace (the Crown Prince's Palace)

At present , there are 3 Phra Buddha Sihing.

1.The one at Phra Buddha Sihing Pavillion, the City of Nakorn
Sri DI hich is said by arct to be a work of the
artisan of Nakorn Sri Dharmaraj School.

2.The one at Buddhaisawan Throne, the National Museum,
the City of Bangkok, which is said by archaeologists that the
image was made in the City of Sukhothai in early Sukhothai period
 inmitating the Celonese School of Art.

3.The one at Wat Phra Singh, the City of Chiang Mai, which
is said by archaeologists to be a work of the artisan of Chiang
Saen Period School

Phra Buddha Sihing or Phra Singh has been a significant
Buddha image of the Lanna Thai for ages. On the Songkran
Festival Day, Phra Singh is respectfully invited to be placed on a
royal small house vehicle moving in procession around the City of
Chiang Mai so that the citizen can traditionally pay respect to the
image.

Phra Chao Tong Tip
Phra Chao Tong Tip is a duplication of Phra Buddha Sihing.
or a tiny Phra Singh whose lap is 14.5 inches, 21 inches tall,
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weighing 27 kilograms, inlaid with precious stones around his
pedestal. The image was casted with the alloy of copper and gold
and is always shining. Phra Chao Tong Tip has the Buddhist
characteristics of the early Chiang Saen Period School and is very
beautiful. The image was built in B.E.2020 by the royal command
of King Tilokarai, the twelfth Mengrai Dynasty.

Vihara Lai Kam

Vihara Lai Kam houses the buddha image, Phra Buddha
Sihingh, and has exquisite wall paintings. On the wall to the left of
the principal buddha image is shown the Sang Thong story, to the
right the Suwanna Hong story. The murals are masterpieces which
depict life and customs of the Chiang Mai people in the past

The vihara was built under the Mangrai dynasty and was
always well maintained. In B.E.2406 King Kawilorot Suriyawong,
the 6" ruling prince of Chiang Mai, order a general restoration. The
Find Art Department repaired the vihara and the murals on the
occation of Chiang Mai's 700 anniversary in B.E.2539,

Hor Trai

Hor Trai, monastic libraly was built to keep Buddhist
scriptures. King Kawila had this monastic libraly built in 2354 BE.,
and King Rama VIl had it restore in 2469 when His Majesty paid
the Royal visit to the north.

Its architectural style has a perfect propertion with two levels.
The lower floor was constructed with bricks and plaster,decorated
with deity figures of high relief stucco, standing in different postures.
At the base, there are 75 mythical animals of high relief stucco,
such as Chinese lion, lion, mermaid elephant, kilin, fish, swan,
pecock, tiger and animal of half human and half etc.
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Hor Trai of Wat Phra Singh is one of the most beautiful
monastic libralies in Chiang Mai which shown high historic. artistic
and cultural values.

Phra Maha Chedi (Phra Dhat Luang)

The Grand Pagoda ( Phra Maha Chedi or Phra Dhat Luang )
is a shrine, 25 wah high . Each side of its square base is 16 wah,
1 sork, 6 inches long, was built in B.E. 1888 by King Phayualso,
Kruba Srivichai was restored and replenished, the pagoda bigger
and higher than the original one.

Phra Uposatha

Phra Uposatha (the chapel) has particos both in front and at
the back. The door arches are decorated with intricate
stuccoornaments. In its centre stands a pavilion with the principal
Buddha image which thus devides the interier into two sections.
The uposatha is called “Two Sangka Uposatha” means the chapel
of two kinds of monks. There is speculation that it was bulit to
imitate the time of the Buddha when women were ordained into
two orders, first into the bhikkhuni (female monks) order, then into
the bhikkhu (male monks) order.

The premisses are old King Saen Muang Ma (B.E.1928-1944)
of the Mengrai dynasty founded the uposatha has been kept up
all his ruling time. In B.E.2355 King Kavila, the first Chiang Mai
ruling princes and Vice-king Dhammalangka erected the present
building. In B.E.2360 King Dhammalangka built the pavilion in the
uposatha.

In B.E.2469 King Rama VIl while visiting the north of country,
made a personal donation to initiate a fund which Chao Kaeo
Navarath the 9" ruling prince of Chiang Mai was to use for the
restoration of the building. Work ened in B.E.2472 and was followed
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by a dedication celebration that also included the monostery
libraly. In B.E.2541-2542 Wat Phra Singh and the Fine Arts
Department renovated the building on the auspicious occation of
His Majesty the King 72" Birthday anniversary.

Ku Lai

The Chedi called Ku Lai has the form of prasart with a
fivetiered roof and ia located behind the Vihara Lai Kam.There is
an overground tunnes passage from the back wall of the Vihara to
the inner chamber of the chedi.

The Chiang Mai Chronicle said that the Ku Lai was built by
the King Phra Muang Kaeo (B.E.2038-2069). In B.E.2306 King
Dhammalangka, 2" ruling prince of Chiang Mai, ordered its
restiration. On that occation many precious objects were found
but were left in there original place. After the restoration, a grand
dedication celebration was held

Ku of King Kamfu's Ashes

King Kamfu was the 7" king of Mengrai dynasty. He died
in B.E.1887. His son, King Phayu, erected a Ku (small chedi) to
enshrine the ashes of his father in B.E.1888. At the same time, he
built a temple (wat) name Wat Lee Chiang, the name was later
change to Wat Lee Chiang Phraand Wat Phra Singh in the ruling
of King Saen Muangma, the 10" King of Mengrai dynasty.

Phra Vihara Luang

The grand convocation hall (Phra Vihara Luang) is a Thai
Lanna style bulding, 24 meters wide and 56 meters long. Its wall
has iron-frame concrete poles. Its upper parts are made of the
entire teak, covered with the terra-cottatiles. It has the big Serpent
head gables, eaves, a facade and a back annex. Its front part has
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3 doors. Each wall of the building has 5 windows, The grand
convocation hall was formerly a 4-annex building and later on
adjusted to be a 2-annex building with a front annex and a back
annex.

The grand convocation hall was jointly construted by Kruba
SriVijaya, Prince Keo Navarath and the citizen in B.E. 2467, costing
20,000 rupees.

Somdej Kittisobhon Building

The Somdej Kittisobhon building is a Thai style building.
iron-frame concrete, 5 wah and 2 sork wide,10 wah and 2 sork
long, and 6 wah high. It has a_facade and its roof is covered
with the tiles. It was constructed in B.E.2506, costing 181,683.32
baht.The fund of 28,024.35 baht was initiated by collection money
from the donor organizing the ceremony of presenting the yellow
robes to monks (Kathin) in B.E 2492, which was led by Somdej
Phra Ariyavongsakatayarn (Kittisobhon Maha Thera), the Supreme
Patriarch of Benjamaborpit Temple, and this buidling was built in
commemoration of this Supreme Patriarch

Sahat-Hongse Mahakhun Building

The Sahat-Hongse Mahakhun building is a Thai style 2 -
storey building with a 3-level annex, 13 meters wide, 38 meters
long, 22 meters high. It has a facade, the big Serpent-head gables,
the eaves and its roof is corered with the lotus leaf coated tiles
(Krabuang Karb Bua)

The Sahat-Hongse Mahakhun building was constructed in
B.E2513and financially supported by the donation of Mahakhun
Whisky Company,Ltd., whose presidentis Mr.Suphasit Mahakhun.
The total of the fund is 1,500,000 baht.
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Hor Dham Mai (The new Temple Library)

Hor Dham Mai,Temple Library was built to keep Buddhist
scriptures. It's located in the northwest of grand pagoda.Hor Dham
Mai was built by Luang Anusarn Soontorn in B.E.2469, the region
of Chao Keao Navarath, the last ruling prince of Chiang Mai.

Dhammaraj Suksa School

Dhammaraj Suksa School was established private school
of Wat Phra Singh, suporting to the office of the committee of private
education. The permission of operation was granted as of 12 May
B.E. 2503. The ceremony of opening the name board of the school
was held and chaired by H.E. M.L. Pin Mainikul, minister of
education on 7 April B.E. 2503. Dhammaraj Sukda Schiool was
recognized as equal to the government school in B.E.2510.

Phra Dhammasithajarn Building

Phra Dhammasithajarn Building is an iron-frame concrete
S-story \g. Phra D it (Nu Thavaro),
the abbot, built in B.E.2539. It is used as a training place for
Buddhist Monk administrators (Phra Sanggha Thikarn), Chiang Mai
Sanggha Governer Office, Amphur Muang Sanggha Governer
Office, Sunday Buddhist Education Classroom, Dhammic Education
Classroom, Pali Education Classroom, etc.

Phra Chao Chet-roi Pi
Phra Chao Chet-roi Pi is a casted Buddha Image, sitting
legged, with his y g lap. The image ted
with the alloy of copper and brass. Phra Chao Chet-roi Pi was
casted in commemoration on the occation of Chiang Mai's
700" anniversary in B.E.2539.
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The Abbots in Chronological Order
and Their Curriculum Vitae

As Wat Phr h b monastery
However, The

1. Phra Abhaya Chula Maha Thera (in some places he was called
Phra Maha Akhaya Chula Thera ) was respectlully invited from Haribhoonjaya
Temple by King Phayu around B.€.1888

2. Somdej Phra Sri Nanda was respectfully invited by King
Mekutisutthivongse to welcome King Bureng Nong (Payin Nong) of the City
of Hongsavadi before the City of Chiang Mai lost independence to the
Burmese.

3. Phra Chao Chandaragsri Maha Thera was respectiully invited
by King Borom Rajadhibordi ( Kavila ) to particepate in the ceremony of
ascending the throne and the ceremony of constructing the wall of the
city of Chiang Mai

4. Somdej Phra Chanda Maha Thera (Kruba Chan) in the region
of King Buddhavongse.

5. KrubaBodhi

6. Phra Kanjana Maha Thera was respectfully invited from
Soong -men Temple, Phrea province, by King Kavilorot in B.E. 2402.

7. Phra Chao Kandha Gandharo (or Kruba Kandha) B.E. 2453.

8. Phra Sri Vijaya or Kruba Sri Vichai, acting abbot, B.E. 2467

9. PhraKaeo, acting abbot. B.E. 2475

10, Phra Bodhirangsi (Srimo) B.E . 2481-2492

1. Phra Abhayasarada (Somboon Candavangso) B.E. 2492-2493

12, Phra Upalikunupamajarn (Fu Attasivo), B.E.2493-2516

13, Phra Dhammasithajamn (Nu Thavaro), B.E. 2517- persent
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